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Fall 2006

Sponsors
Alabama Bureau of Tourism and

Travel

Alabama Humanities Foundation
Alabama Power Foundation
Alabama State Council of the Arts
AT&T

Bare Escentuals

Bayer Properties

Belk

Birmingham Arts & Culture
Commission

Birmingham Coca-Cola Bottling
Company

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama
Bradford Scott Salons

Bradley, Arant, Rose, and White
Brenda and Fred Friedman

Budget Car and Truck Rental of
Birmingham

City of Birmingham

City of Hoover

Colonial Brookwood Village
Cultural Alliance of Greater
Birmingham

Deloitte Touche

EBSCO Industries

Energen

Frontier National Bank

Honda Manufacturing of Alabama
LLC

Hugh Kaul Foundation

Jemison Investment Company
Joseph S. Bruno Foundation
KPMG LLC

Luckie and Company

Mayer Electric

Park Rite Inc.

Pink Magazine

Protective Life

Publix Supermarkets, Inc.
Region’s Bank

Region’s Charity Classic Foundation
Robert R. Meyer Foundation
Ronne and Donald Hess Foundation
Rotary Club of Birmingham

Royal Cup

Southern Progress

St. Vincent’s Hospital Foundation
Stern, Agee, & Leach Group Inc.
Susan Mott Webb Charitable Trust
The Daniel Foundation of Alabama
The Kimerling Foundation

The Summit

The Thompson Foundation
University of Alabama at Birmingham
Vulcan Materials Company
Wiggins, Childs, Quinn, & Pantazis
Partnering Organizations
Alabama Symphony Orchestra
American Friends of the Czech
Republic

Birmingham Civil Rights Institute
Birmingham City Division of Youth
Services

Birmingham Sister City Commission
Birmingham - Southern College
City Action Partnership

Embassy of the Czech Republic
Foreign Language Advisory
Committee/lUAB

Birmingham Cultural Alliance

International Film Festival

Czech Center—New York

Czech Tourism

Hon. Consulate General of the Czech
Republic—Atlanta

Hon. Consulate General of the Czech
Republic—Philadelphia

Hoover City Schools System
Jefferson County School System
McWane Science Center
Metropolitan Development Board
NAWBO

ONB Magic City Art Connection
Sojourn’s

Southern Museum of Flight
Women’s Committee of 100 for
Birmingham Inc.

The Women’s Network

The Horizons School

Maralyn Wilson Gallery

UAB Theatre Department
Contributors

Belk

Birmingham Coca Cola Bottling Co.
Bromberg’s & Co.

Compass Bank

The Grape at the Summit

Haskell, Slaughter, Young, & Rediker
LLC

Jemison Investment Co.

IMJ Architecture LLC

Moser Glass

Sellers, Richardson, Watson, Haley, &
Logan

Supreme Beverage Co.

Friends

Mrs. Robert P. Shook

Mrs. Deepha Bhate

Ms. Marianne Prime

Mr. Bruce Downs CPA

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce & Diana Larson
The Nielson Family Advised Fund
Mrs. Lyndy Rogers

Mr. & Mrs. Dan & Carol Sansone
Herb Sklenar Family Advised Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Mason and June Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Norm and Carnetta Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Jiri and Eva Dubovsky
Engel Advised Fund

Ms. Beverly P. Head

Mrs. Emil Hess

Mr. & Mrs. Les and Judy Kramer in
memory of Anne Goodman

Ms. Sandra Simpson in honor of Mr.
& Mrs. William Cabaniss Jr.

Ms. Margaret Thomas

Ms. Karin Kilijian Allen

Mr. & Mrs. David and Becky Bates
Ms. Mary Bledsoe

Ms. Theresa Harper Bruno

Mr. Scotty Colson

Mrs. Albert L. Fairley Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. J.S. M. French in honor of
William Cabaniss Jr. and Herb Sklenar
Ms. Iris Gross & Mr. Bill Fullington
Mr. Larry Harper

Mr. Mark Jackson

Mrs. Emmett R. Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Benny and Lynne LaRussa Jr.
Dr. Charles A. McCallum

Mr. & Mirs. Ronald D. McCoy—Mary
Helen McCoy Antiques

Drs. James & Constance Pittman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Connie
Stockham

Dr. & Mrs. Neal and Anne Berte
Mr. Robert Hancock

Mr. Eladio Ruiz De Molina
Ms. Garland Cook Smith
Mrs. Yvonne W. Turner

Mr. & Mrs. Marshall and Connie Urist
Mr. & Mirs. Charles W. Daniel
Ms. Elberta Reid

Mr. & Mrs. Hall Thompson
Mr. John Dwyer

Mr. & Mrs. Alex W. Newton
Ms. Marilyn Wyatt

Mr. C. I. Coley Jr

Ms. Judith Borisky

The Hakney Foundation

Ms. Laura Fiveash

Ms. Tish Spaulding

Spotlight Committee
Honorary Co-Charis
William J. Cabaniss Jr.

Chair

Judy Merritt

Committee

Gail & Jeffrey Bayer
Catherine Cabaniss

Priscilla Hancock

Cooper

Iris Gross

Dr. Phil Hammonds

Gaynelle Jackson

Kara Kennedy

Eileen Kunzman

Anne Lamkin

Anne & Petr Ledvina

Dr. Jiri Mestecky

Ron Platt

Carolyn Reich

Guin Robinson

Margaret Thomas

Theodore vonCannon

2006-2007

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President

Dan Sansone

Vice President

Frank Young, III

J. David Salter, Jr.

Mr. Brian Giattina

Legal Advisors
Mr. Robert Baugh, Esq.

Executive Director
Ms. Iris Gross

MEMBERS

Ms. Deepa Bhate
Mr. R. Scott Colson
Mr. Larron C. Harper
Jesse Hernandez
Mr. Mark Jackson
Mr. Gerald Johnson
Bruce Larson

Judy Merritt

Ms. Marianne Prime
Ms. Lyndy Rogers
Glennon Threatt
Deborah Vance

Spring 2007

BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL CENTER

Our Embassy to the World
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BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL CENTER
August 2006 - July 2007 Season

Birmingham International Center’s 2006-2007 Spotlight season was an overwhelming
success, bringing cultural understanding of the Czech Republic to more than 200,000
Alabamians through our educational, cultural, arts and entertainment programs. We
reached another 100,000 school children across our state with in-school Czech per-
formances, resource boxes, and mini-festivals, and helped broaden understanding of the
Czech Republic to more than 100 teachers through a professional development confer-

ence and Symposium on Czech History and Culture .

We had the privilege of welcoming special guests to our state, including President of the
Czech Republic, Vaclav Klaus, and the British Speaker of the House of Commons
Michael Martin. We also hosted a stellar Ambassador’s Dinner honoring the
Ambassador to the United States from the Czech Republic, Petr Kolar and the former
Ambassador to the Czech Republic from the United States, Bill Cabaniss. With partner-
ing organizations, the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute and Birmingham-Southern
College we presented "Common Themes in the Struggles for Social Change," our 6th
Transformative Justice Conference, and welcomed Ambassador John Shattuck,
Ambassador Martin Palous, Dr. Dorothy Cotton and Bishop Calvin Woods, Sr.

The Czech Republic is a treasury of European arts of both the classical past and the
dynamic present. We were proud to host performances by world-renowned artists.
including jazz pianist Emil Viklicky and violinist Pavel Sporcl. The Birmingham
Museum of Art exhibited the Hascoe Collection of 20th Century Czech Art and the
sculpture of Cestmir Suska, and we showcased drawings of Helga Weissova Hoskova, a
survivor of the Terezin Concentration Camp of World War II. We also offered for public
viewing the amazing photography exhibit (circa 1945), And Along Came Freedom,
Americans in Pilsen at the Southern Museum of Flight.

Birmingham International Center also presented the International Women'’s Day pro-
gram on Human Trafficking and Women in Politics. As part of the program, Meda

Mladek and Soon Bok Sellers, were honored as "Women of Consequence."”

This report highlights the great work Birmingham International Center has done to
achieve its mission of promoting mutual understanding between cultures through inter-
national education programs, country spotlights and services to Alabama and interna-
tional communities. Here, you will see a listing of the great accomplishments we
achieved, thanks in large part to the generous support of our sponsors, Spotlight com-
mittee members and Board of Directors. Thank you for helping us continue our impor-

tant work.

Dan Sansone Iris Gross

Immediate Past Board President Executive Director

Birmingham International Center Program & Events
Fall 2006-Spring 2007

The success of the spotlight on the Czech Republic programs
has given our transformation from Birmingham International
Festival to Birmingham International Center form and sub-
stance. The name change reflects our extensive programs and
projects while still staying true to our mission to promote
mutual understanding between cultures.

BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL CENTER -
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY DISTINGUISHED
GUESTS

- British Speaker of the House of Commons Michael Martin
- Right Honorable Michael Martin, MP Speaker of the House
of Commons United Kingdom

- Delegation of Bulgarian & Ukranian Dignitaries sponsored
by the International Visitor Leadership Program of the U.S.
Department of State

BIRMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL CENTER FACILI-
TY RENTAL GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS

- Mashonda Taylor

- Darrius Peace

- Jasmine Barrow-Chillax

- April Muhammand-Muhammand University of Islam

SPOTLIGHT PROGRAMS - THE CZECH REPUBLIC
In-Community Partnerships

- Wachovia Masterworks: Serenades and Divisions, perform-
ance by the Alabama Symphony Orchestra

- Dvorak, Symphony No. 5, Alabama Symphony Orchestra,
conducted by Christopher Confessore

- Performance, Largo Desolato, a play by Vaclav Havel,
Czech playwright and First President of the Czech Republic,
and presented at the UAB Theatre Department at the Alys
Stephens Performing Arts Theatre.

- Film Festival, Little Otik, a Czech film presented by Foreign
Language Advisory Committee, UAB and the Birmingham
Cultural Alliance International Film Festival.

- Women’s Committee of 100 for Birmingham, Inc. — Fashion
Show and Luncheon

Other Events

- The Crystal Crown Award, presented to IBM Czech
Republic at a reception hosted by Dr Carol Garrison at
Woodward House

- The Transformative Justice Conference: Common Themes in
the Struggle for Change

- International Women’s Day program on Human Trafficking
and Women in Politics which honored Meda Mladek of the
Czech Republic and Soon Bok Sellers of Birmingham, as
"Women of Consequence"

- Community Trip to the Czech Republic

Distinguished Guests
- President of the Czech Republic, Vaclav Klaus

- Mayor of Pilsen, Pavel Rodl

- Ambassador’s Dinner honoring the Ambassador to the
United States from the Czech Republic, Petr Kolar and the for-
mer Ambassador to the Czech Republic from the United
States, Bill Cabaniss. Entertainment by two world-renowned
Czech performers, jazz pianist Emil Viklicky and violinist
Pavel Sporcl

- Honorary Consul Generals George Novak (Atlanta) and
Peter Rafaeli (Philadelphia)

Professional Development
- Teacher Workshop

- Symposium on Czech History and Culture

Art

- Unique Techniques — art teachers workshop featuring
Marjorie Nejdl, who decorates eggs in the Czech tradition
using natural dyes she makes; and Radmila Zuman, an
American artist of Czech ancestry who makes beautiful bobbin
lace using patterns she has designed

- Photography Exhibit, And Along Came Freedom,
Americans in Pilsen, 1945, photography exhibit at the

Southern Museum of Flight

- Reception & Exhibit "A Child Artist in Terezin: Witness to
the Holocaust" By Helga Weissova-Hoskova, a survivor of the
Terezin Concentration Camp of World War II -

- Birmingham Museum of Art exhibits - The Hascoe
Collection of 20th Century Czech Art and the sculpture of
Cestmir Suska

- Student Art Exhibit at the Birmingham Civil Rights
Institute, focusing on the culture of the Czech Republic

- Reception and Exhibit, featuring Josef Sazama’s collection
of textile art and wall tapestries

In-School Performances

- Louise Wessinger, "My Grandmother’s Trunk"

- The Eulenspiegel Puppets,

- Czech Fairy Tales with Strings

- World-renowned jazz pianist Emil Viklicky.

- Jazz pianist Emil Viklicky and violinist Pavel Sporcl

- A Puppet Theater, Theater Alfa, from Pilsen, presented at
ONB Magic City Art Connection.

- Mini-Festivals, Seven schools in Alabama held mini-festi-
vals, sponsored by Birmingham International Center, focusing
on the Czech culture. More than 2,200 students and 200 teach-
ers and parents experienced the mini festivals at schools
throughout Alabama.
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BFundraising 5.66
Total $443,093.00
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